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B Chinmayee is a classical Indian dancer from Odisha. After she was

diagnosed with TB in 2017, about of TB meningitis left her paralyzed in

a hospital, and she subsequently suffered a miscarriage.

For Chinmayee, discovering that TB was a serious but treatable disease

was only the beginning of her challenges. She also faced a lot of

stigmas. Her husband and family were unsupportive, and she returned

to live with her parents. “Delayed [TB] diagnosis made me paralyzed

and shattered my dream to dance on a stage,” Chinmayee said.

However, with support from her father, she completed her treatment

and was determined to lead a normal life.

In February 2019, she attended a capacity-building workshop for TB

survivors organised by REACH. Since then, Chinmayee has been

working as a TB Champion, supporting people with TB, including those

seeking care in the private sector. Chinmayee centres her advocacy

efforts on ending the stigma associated with TB. She has organised

several awareness meetings and anti-stigma campaigns during local

festivals and in her neighbourhood.

“I often glance through my old photographs in my bright and

traditional costume, and that gives me a determination to dance

again,” she said. “I do try a few simple steps and have shared it with

my TB Champion friends. Their encouragement motivates me to

perform one day, especially on Mahisasurmardini, which depicts the

powerful Goddess Kali killing the demon king Mahisasur.”
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In September 2020, addressing senior health officials at the

launch of the TB Harega Desh Jeetega campaign in New Delhi,

she spoke of her determination to end TB stigma and to dance

once again., Chinmayee is today considered a role model for

young women affected by TB, with her openness and courage. 

Watch Chinmayee’s story here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tl79p1sENqU 

TB CHAMPION B CHINMAYEE FROM GANJAM
DISTRICT OF ODISHA HAS BRAVED ALL ODDS. 
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B CHINMAYEE DISPLAYING AN IEC
MATERIAL IN GANJAM, ODISHA.
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